Preoperative characteristics of patients undergoing LASIK in 1997 versus 2004 at one surgical eye center in China.
To compare the preoperative characteristics of LASIK patients undergoing surgery in 1997 versus 2004 at one of the principal eye surgical centers in China. Preoperative data of patients who underwent LASIK in 1997 and 2004 were recorded and retrospectively compared. In 1997, the mean spherical equivalent refraction of the 824 eyes of 428 patients undergoing LASIK surgery was -7.30 +/- 4.65 diopters (D), with a mean patient age of 24.67 +/- 6.76 years. Students represented 45.05% of patients undergoing surgery in 1997. In 2004, the mean spherical equivalent refraction of the 8434 eyes of 4286 patients undergoing LASIK surgery was -6.66 +/- 3.31 D, with a mean patient age of 25.20 +/- 6.59 years. Students represented >50% of patients undergoing surgery in 2004. There were significant differences in the constitution ratio of occupation and the spherical equivalent refractions between 1997 and 2004 (t=-2.712, chi-squared=25.117, respectively, P<.05). At our center in China, the majority of LASIK patients are young and have myopia ranging from -3.00 to -10.00 D. Students were much more likely than any other occupation to undergo LASIK. The number of patients undergoing LASIK at our center in China has increased exponentially from 1997 to 2004, with an average annual increase in surgical volume of approximately 40%.